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independent kingdom to the utmost ages! But since ye have
disturbed the labour of the plougher too early, the limits of your
country will become the heritage of your neighbour, and your
distant posterity will be joined to him in unchangeable union.
The three twigs of the budding Staff are three sons which your
Princess shall bear me : two of them, as unripe shoots, shall
speedily wither away; but the third shall inherit the throne, and
by him shall the fruit of late grandchildren be matured, till the
Eagle soar over your mountains and nestle in the land; yet soon
fly thence, and return as to his own possession. And then, when
the Son of the Gods arises,4 who is his plougher's friend, and
smites the slave-fetters from his limbs, then mark it, Posterity,
for thou shalt bless thy destiny ! For when he has trodden under
his feet the Dragon of Superstition, he will stretch out his arm
against the waxing moon, to pluck it from the firmament, that he
may himself illuminate the world as a benignant star."

The venerable deputation stood in silent wonder, gazing at
the prophetic man, like dumb idols: it was as if a god were
speaking by his lips. He himself turned away from them to the
two white steers, the associates of his toilsome labour; he un-
yoked and let them go in freedom from their farm-service ; at
which they began frisking joyfully upon the grassy lea, but at the
same time visibly decreased in bulk; like thin vapour melted into
air, and vanished out of sight. Then Primislaus doffed his peasant
wooden shoes, and proceeded to the brook to clean himself. The
precious robes were laid upon him; he begirt himself with the
sword, and had the golden spurs put on him like a knight; then
stoutly sprang upon the white horse, which bore him peaceably
along. Being now about to quit his still asylum, he commanded
the ambassadors to bring his wooden shoes after him, and keep
them carefully, as a token that the humblest among the people
had once been exalted to the highest dignity in Bohemia; and
as a memorial for his posterity to bear their elevation meekly,
and, mindful of their origin, to respect and defend the peasantry,
from which themselves had sprung. Hence came the ancient
practice of exhibiting a pair of wooden shoes before the Kings of
Bohemia on their coronation; a custom held in observance till
the male line of Primislaus became extinct.

The planted hazel rod bore fruit and grew; striking roots out
on every side, and sending forth new shoots, till at last the whole
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